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BRIEF  HISTORY 


The  "Little  Cedar  Grove  Baptist  Church" 
(Franklin  County,  Indiana)  is  located  three  miles 
south  of  Brookville  on  U.  S.  52.  Soon  after  the  first 
white  settlers  arrived  from  North  Carolina  in  the 
late  1790's  and  the  early  1800's,  a  society  of  Bap- 
tists was  organized  in  1805.  Tradition  says  that  a 
log  church  was  erected  by  the  early  settlers  in  the 
lower  Whitewater  River  Valley. 

EARTHQUAKE  SPURS  PLANS 

Perhaps  a  series  of  earthquakes  in  1811  re- 
minded the  pioneers  of  their  religious  responsi- 
bilities. In  any  event,  a  growing  congregation 
required  a  larger  structure.  The  decision  to  build 
"Little  Cedar  Grove  Baptist  Church"  was  made, 
subscriptions  taken  and  carpenters  and  masons 
employed.  Much  labor  was  donated  by  parishioners, 
material  for  the  bricks  was  kneaded  nearby  by 
oxen.  The  original  timbers,  still  in  place,  were 
hand  hewn.  The  deep  sense  of  humble  pride  and 
religious  accomplishment  shared  by  the  hardy  pio- 
neers on  "Dedication  Day"  can  only  be  imagined. 

CHARCOAL  USED  FOR  FUEL 

During  the  winter,  the  church  was  heated  by 
charcoal  burning  in  the  pit  in  front  of  the  pulpit.  At 
a  time  when  the  Indians  were  still  a  menace,  this 
method  was  chosen  lest  smoke  from  a  fireplace  be- 
tray the  presence  of  the  faithful  at  worship.  Per- 
haps   the    "probationers  bench"    in   front  of  the 


pulpit  also  served  as  a  place  to  warm  nipped  fing- 
ers and  toes  of  arriving  worshipers  before  taking 
their  place  in  the  congregation. 

GROWTH  AND  DECLINE 

By  1830  the  congregation  numbered  some  160; 
among  them  men  prominent  in  the  early  Franklin 
County  history.  The  Reverend  William  Tyner  and 
the  Reverend  Louis  Deweese  will  be  long  remem- 
bered as  men  of  "rare  worth".  There  were  many 
others.  "Little  Cedar  Grove"  served  as  the  in- 
spiration and  mother  church  for  other  societies, 
notably  "Big  Cedar"  a  few  miles  to  the  north  east. 
However,  during  the  forties  and  fifties,  membership 
began  to  dwindle.  For  a  period  only  yearly  or  oc- 
casional revival  meetings  were  held.  Soon  after  the 
Civil  War  it  ceased  to  be  used  for  public  worship. 

RESTORATIONS 

At  one  time  the  structure  was  used  as  a  dwell- 
ing. In  1912  it  became  the  property  of  the  Brook- 
ville  Historical  Society  and  an  extensive  restora- 
tion project  was  completed  in  1915.  By  1946  re- 
newed interest  in  the  historical  value  of  "Little 
Cedar  Grove"  spurred  the  inauguration  of  the  pre- 
sent restoration.  It  has  been  made  possible  through 
the  efforts  and  generosity  of  the  Franklin  County 
Council;  the  County  Board  of  Commissioners;  the 
National  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  of  America  in 
the  State  of  Indiana;  the  Indiana  Historical  Society; 
the  Brookville  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  many 
public  spirited  citizens. 


BURIAL  GROUND  NEARBY 

Hard  by  is  the  final  resting  place  of  many  of  the 
hardy  pioneers;  marked  now  only  by  crude  stones. 
The  large  number  of  children's  graves  testifies  to 
the  high  mortality  among  youth  during  those  early 
days  in  our  state. 

REDEDICATION 

"Little  Cedar  Grove"  was  rededicated  as  a 
Memorial  to  the  unfailing  faith  of  the  pioneers  at 
a  special  service  on  Oct.  2,  1955  with  the  then 
Indiana  Governor,  George  N.  Craig,  delivering  the 
principal  address. 

FUTURE 

The  Franklin  County  Historical  Society  has 
assumed  the  maintenance  of  the  historic  old  struc- 
ture and  hopes  to  be  able  to  preserve  it  as  a  me- 
morial to  the  undying  faith  of  the  county's  founders. 

OTHER  HISTORIC 
POINTS  OF  INTEREST  IN  FRANKLIN  COUNTY 

The  WHITEWATER  CANAL  along  U.  S.  52  between 
Brookville  and  Metamora  and  the  Feeder  Dam 
south  of  Laurel.  Especially  interesting  are 
old  locks  at  Metamora. 

The  HERMITAGE,  home  of  Indiana  artists  at  Ninth 
Street  in  Brookville. 

GENERAL  LEW  WALLACE'S  BIRTHPLACE 


